
CIRCUIT COURT FOR ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY 
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 

 
Pursuant to the Third Amended Administrative Order Expanding Statewide Judiciary Operations in Light of 
COVID-19 Emergency, dated August 6, 2021, "the courts are authorized and may conduct remote proceedings 
to the greatest extent possible during the health emergency."  Due to the increase in COVID-19 infection rates 
and increased communicability caused by variants of the virus, the Circuit Court for Anne Arundel County shall 
establish the following procedures, effective January 3, 2022.  The procedures detailed in this Order shall be 
phased-in as soon as possible, recognizing that hearing notices may have already been issued in matters that 
reflect different procedures. This Administrative Order, while in effect, shall be incorporated into and shall 
supersede relevant portions of all of this Court's Case Management Plans. 
 
The Circuit Court for Anne Arundel County shall continue Phase V operations, including jury trials, with the 
following procedures in effect: 
 
        Criminal  
 
1) Status Conferences – All incarcerated defendants shall continue to appear remotely. All defendants who 

are not incarcerated, or are on house arrest, may appear remotely, if defense counsel has a valid working 
phone number for them and has been in contact with them. If defense counsel has not been in contact 
with their client and/or does not have a valid working phone number for their client, the Defendant must 
personally appear. State’s Attorneys have the option of appearing remotely. Defense counsel may appear 
remotely in instances where their client is permitted to appear remotely. In all other instances defense 
counsel must personally appear with the understanding that the Court’s usual rule requiring the personal 
appearance of an attorney who has entered his/her appearance in the case will be relaxed and that stand-
in counsel will be permitted on a temporary basis, provided, that stand in counsel has full access to the 
calendar of the attorney who has entered a written appearance. If a Defendant wishes to enter a guilty 
plea on the day of the Status Conference, or the case can otherwise be disposed of without the necessity 
of setting a trial date, the requirements for the Defendant and defense counsel to personally appear will 
follow the guidelines set forth in #3 below. 

 

2) VOP Proceedings – All incarcerated defendants shall continue to appear remotely. All defendants who are 

not incarcerated, or are on house arrest, must appear in person. All Probation Agents shall appear 

remotely. All attorneys shall appear in person. In the event a contested hearing is requested, or testimony 

under oath is required, the Court will re-set the VOP hearing and all involved individuals shall appear in 

person. 

 

3) Guilty Pleas - All incarcerated defendants continue to appear remotely. All defendants who are not 

incarcerated, or are on house arrest, must personally appear unless: 

a. Jail is not sought by the State, or the attorneys have had an advance meeting with one of the “Plea 

Judges” and they have indicated that incarceration is unlikely,  

b. Defense counsel has a valid working phone number for their client, and 

c. Defense counsel has been in contact with their client. 

State’s Attorneys have the option of appearing remotely. Defense counsel may appear remotely in 
instances where their client is permitted to appear remotely. In all other instances defense counsel 
must personally appear with the understanding that the Court’s usual rule requiring the personal 



appearance of an attorney who has entered his/her appearance in the case will be relaxed and that 
stand-in counsel will be permitted on a temporary basis. 

4) Motion Hearings--  All counsel and the defendant shall appear in-person unless an advance written 
consent request by counsel or the defendant for a remote hearing is granted. Unless the case is specially 
assigned to a specific Judge, these requests can be made via e-mail to the Criminal Coordinating Judge. 

 
5) Bail Reviews and Condition of Release Hearings- All incarcerated defendants continue to appear remotely. 

All defendants who are not incarcerated, or are on house arrest, must appear in person. State’s Attorneys 
have the option of appearing remotely. Defense counsel may appear remotely in instances where their 
client is permitted to appear remotely. In all other instances defense counsel must personally appear with 
the understanding that the Court’s usual rule requiring the personal appearance of an attorney who has 
entered his/her appearance in the case will be relaxed and that stand-in counsel will be permitted on a 
temporary basis. 

 
6) 8-505/507 Hearings and MOS Hearings – same as #5 above. 

 
7) Drug Court - to be conducted remotely as directed by Judge McCormack 

 
8) Arraignments – All incarcerated defendants shall continue to appear remotely. All defendants who are not 

incarcerated, or are on house arrest, must personally appear unless an attorney has entered an advance 
appearance on their behalf. State’s Attorneys have the option of appearing remotely. 

9)  Trial Dockets – If the parties have agreed in advance of the scheduled trial date that the case will be a Stet, 
or Nolle Pross, all counsel and the defendant (contingent on counsel having a valid phone number and having 
had contact with the Defendant) may appear remotely.  In all other instances, all counsel and the defendant 
shall personally appear, however, witnesses may be place on-call, provided that they are able to arrive at the 
courtroom within one hour of being notified to do so. 

10)    Only the Criminal Coordinating Judge may authorize, on a case-by-case basis, any exceptions to these 
procedures, which shall only be granted in the event of a documented emergency health, safety or travel 
issue.  

 
 Civil 
 

1.    All attorneys, parties and witnesses, except incarcerated individuals, must personally appear for Civil 
contested final merits hearings, DCM (court ordered services) show cause hearings, contempt hearings where 
incarceration is requested, and final domestic violence protective order hearings. 
 
2.    All scheduling conferences, pretrial settlement conferences, hearings set on uncontested matters, 
contempt hearings where incarceration is not requested, and all motions hearings shall be conducted with all 
parties, witnesses and counsel appearing remotely. 
 
3.   All incarcerated individuals, including parties to inmate grievance matters or administrative appeals, shall 
continue to appear remotely. 
 
4.   Only the Civil Coordinating Judge may authorize, on a case-by-case basis, any exceptions to these 
procedures, which shall only be granted in the event of a documented emergency health, safety or travel 
issue, or for other good cause when granted consistent with the requirements of Rule 2-803. 

 



 
 
Family Law (including Guardianships) 
 

1.    All attorneys, parties and witnesses, except incarcerated individuals, must personally appear for Family 
Law contested pendente lite hearings, final merits hearings, contested guardianship hearings, modification 
hearings, DCM (court ordered services) show cause hearings and contempt hearings where incarceration is 
requested. 
2.    All scheduling conferences, pretrial settlement conferences, hearings set on uncontested family law and 
guardianship matters, contempt hearings where incarceration is not requested, and all motions hearings shall 
be conducted with all parties, witnesses and counsel appearing remotely. 
3.   Incarcerated individuals shall continue to appear remotely in all matters. 
4.    Only the Family Law Coordinating Judge or Guardianship Judge may authorize, on a case-by-case basis, 
any exceptions to these procedures, which shall only be granted in the event of a documented emergency 
health, safety or travel issue, or when granted consistent with the requirements of Rule 2-803. 

 
Juvenile 
 

1.    All attorneys and witnesses must personally appear for contested Delinquency, CINA and peace order 
matters.  

2.    All delinquency Respondents who have been released or on community supervision must personally 
appear for all matters, along with parents or guardians, unless prior approval to appear remotely has been 
granted by a Magistrate or Judge. 

3.    All detained or committed delinquency Respondents will continue to appear remotely for all matters. If 
Respondents request to personally appear for any contested matter, the Juvenile Coordinating Judge shall 
determine whether the matter shall proceed remotely or if extraordinary cause exists to postpone the matter. 

4.    DJS and DSS caseworkers may appear remotely for all matters, with prior approval. 

5.  Uncontested delinquency and CINA matters, including but not limited to, permanency planning and review 
hearings, modification hearings, initial and review detention and shelter care hearings, pre-placement review 
hearings, disposition hearings and voluntary placement hearings shall be held remotely, except counsel may 
appear in person if they are in the courthouse for other contested matters. 

6.    Magistrates shall have the discretion to conduct remote or “hybrid” proceedings in any matter, by prior 
approval and arrangement, with a combination of in-person and remote Respondents, counsel, parents, 
caseworkers, witnesses and interested persons due to the limited size of their hearing rooms and COVID-19 
health and transportation issues. 

7.    Only the Juvenile Coordinating Judge may authorize, on a case-by-case basis, any exceptions to these 
procedures, which shall only be granted in the event of a documented emergency health/safety/travel issue or 
due to the limited size of hearing rooms, or for other good cause when granted consistent with the 
requirements of Rule 2-803. 

SO ORDERED 

 

December 23, 2021     /s/  
       Glenn L. Klavans 
       County Administrative Judge 


